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A Lutheran Church of the Montana Synod of the ELCA.  A welcoming church in a friendly community, walking together in faith.

His Kingdom

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
    the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
    Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people living in darkness
    have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
    a light has dawned.”[f]
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” (Matthew 4 NIV)
When I was in high school, our church choir took a trip to the Czech Republic. We had hosted similar groups coming to the United States and we were offered to come and preform in the congregations that had sung for us. Not having even been out of the country, I jumped at the opportunity to have this experience. 

As we landed in Prague, I was immediately blown away by the city’s beauty and culture. It was Christmas time so the city square was decorated with garlands and lit trees everywhere you looked. As we walked through downtown, shops lined the streets selling different holiday treats and gifts. Most of the food wasn’t familiar to me, so I had to navigate around what everything meant in Czech and fumbled about paying for it with my unfamiliar Czech Crowns. 

One of my most prominent memories was how old the city of Prague is. We stayed in what was called the “new town” which was older than anything I had ever seen before. Traveling into the city center brought us to the “old town” that dates back to the 9th Century. In the old part of town, towering buildings like St. George’s Basilica and Prague Castle made me feel like I was visiting a whole different world. Walking across King Charles’ Bridge, I looked out onto a city that has endured numerous wars and major cultural shifts while still standing strong. 

In a similar way, when Jesus invites us into his kingdom mission, we enter into a brand-new world where everything is different.  As Jesus comes onto the stage in Matthew’s gospel, his very first act of ministry was to preach. This proclamation is summarized in our verses above. Jesus went around announcing, “Repent, the kingdom or reign of heaven has come near.” He then begins to call followers as disciples to come and join him in his kingdom mission, people like Peter, James and John who we hear about weekly in our gospel texts. 

But as we have seen each week, Jesus’ reign is a culture shock to anyone who hears him teach. In Jesus’ kingdom the language is different. The currency is different. Even the food is different. Jesus’ kingdom mission and message were so different that it often clashed with the kingdoms of the world including the religious establishment of his day.

Fast forward to today, in the 21st Century, Jesus’ kingdom message is just as radical and as important as it was when he first spoke it. As we pour over Jesus’ teachings week after week, we see that we are often dealing with the same problems as people were in Jesus’ day. We have learned that we also need Jesus’ “different” way. 

This is exactly why Jesus’ kingdom message is then still “good news” for us today. In the midst of this pandemic, Jesus proclaims that he reigns on earth as in heaven. Sickness and disease can’t touch that hope and he promises to come again to set this world right. 

His kingdom is good news for a world that is in constant conflict. He has promised us his eternal peace, a future hope where wars and conflicts will be no more. 

His kingdom is good news for a nation that seems to only be getting more and more politically divided. For he offers us a new way forward where we love our neighbors and do good to those who persecute us, just as Jesus has loved us. 

His kingdom is good news for those who feel the weight of their own sin, for he has offered us his forgiveness on the cross. 

This is all good news. It’s the gospel. It’s how we see the world before us. 

So, may we live into Jesus’ kingdom reign that offers us a new reality and a new way to see the world. 


Pastor Jake 

President’s Message September 2020

“True compassion means not only feeling another’s pain but also being moved to help relieve it.” ~ Daniel Goleman 

At church council this month we were discussing how God is a compassionate God.  Steve Aadland said something similar to the quote above.  You can have empathy for another person, but it isn’t true compassion until you are moved to act on that feeling.  We all feel sorry for others that are in difficult situations, but not always do we act to help relieve their pain. This is something I need to work on in the future.

 This month I would also like to remind everyone of a few things that we should be thankful for:

· Our generous congregation for supporting our church even while we were unable to meet in-person for multiple Sundays this year. We are still not quite where we want to be but considering we met virtually 11 times this year our budget does not look too bad 

· John Chepulis and Steve Aadland for making sign in front of the Catholic Church and putting it out every Sunday.  John also donated all of the supplies to make the sign.

· John Schatz for all the work he does to stay in contact with contractors and making sure our church stays in good working order.

· Mary Kay Bjorndal for all the work she did getting the PPP loan and tracking the expenditures to hopefully get it changed to a grant.

· Pastor Jake for all the work he did to make the online services work.  Also a shout out to all of those that helped with the services.

· Jennifer Mullen for making masks to keep our congregation safe.

· The Altar Guild for the extra work to make Communion Trays with individual servings.

May God continue to bless us and keep us safe!

Tanya Lester, President

MINUTES, IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL-AUG 4

Present- Tanya Lester, Steve Aadland, John Chepulis, Karen Robbins, Karen Reiner, Robert Mitchell, Thale Arthun, Camille Weier and Pastor Schumacher.  Absent- John Schatz

Call to Order- 7pm,  4 Aug 2020 by Tanya Lester, President 

Devotion- Pastor Jake, discussed “Scrappy Church” final chapter and things to implement as a welcoming church.  Signage, welcome banner, brochure and welcome packets along with who is assigned to each. 

· Signage- Steve and John

· Welcome banner- Pastor Jake 

· Brochure- Robert

Discussion about emphasis on our individual congregation members welcoming newcomers.  

Pastors Report- Pastor talked about re-opening church services, including the “Come to Worship” article in the Messenger, the Stillwater County rules and actual practices.  The services will have safe communion, although this may be on every other Sunday item.  Pastor ask Robert to add anything about the Stillwater County Health rules as Robert has contact with the County as a Immanuel’s representative since this Covid has started.  Robert talked of a conversation with the County Health Nurse (Natasha Sailers), regarding a rumor of a recent congregation member contacting Covid 19.  She emphasized the privacy legal concerns for any positive test person and that the matter of contact tracing is handled by the County Health Nurse with this same level of privacy.  She stated that the numbers of active cases in Stillwater county is two (2). The County Health Nurse contact number is 322-1080.   

Committee Reports-

· Worship-

no change

· Evangelism-
Thale report, called members and shared love

· Faith formation-
Pr, Book of Jude will be next Sunday School 

· Stewardship- 
Karen,  nothing new 

· Property and Maintenance-    John reported via Pastor that Gerald 




       Martinez will start on the back 





       sidewalk late this month

· Memorials 

We have had giving 

· Scholarship 

no changes 

· Church Safety
no changes 

· Finance

included in Unfinished Business 

Unfinished Business 

·  Treasurers Report-  Mary Kay reported giving is down, but on par with last year, needs to move $3000 from savings to pay bills.  John Chepulis moved that we accept Treasurer’s report, Thale seconded, Motion approved.  

· Finance Committee Request- none at this time 

· Executive committee Report on resuming in- church services-  Executive team presented report and ask for approval.  The report:

Come Back to Church                         

Immanuel is taking steps to re-open “in-person” worship services on Sunday, August 9.  Praise the Lord!  Hallelujah!  As a community of faith, we trust in Jesus’ words to us (from Matthew 18), “where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Immanuel’s Executive Committee met on Tuesday, July 28 and approved a recommendation to the Council, that indoor on-site church services be resumed next Sunday.   The Council will consider this recommendation on Tuesday evening.  With carefully considered guidelines and reasonable mitigation measures, we believe it is realistic to safely return to Sunday gathering for worship services.
At the time of our meeting we were still under the Governor’s mandate requiring masks, to be in compliance with our County permit (Stillwater County’s active cases were over six).  Stillwater County’s active cases has dropped to just two and we were notified by the County health officials that the Governor’s mandate no longer applies.  Yet we must be aware that the number of cases could rise once again.  If that should happen, we would return to the Governor’s mandate on mandatory masks.

Stillwater County still recommends wearing masks indoors in public places with the following specific recommendations: 

· Mask (face covering) be worn indoors 

· Mask (face covering) be provided or available 

· Signage on points of entry clearly stating social distancing is required and mask or face coverings recommended for ages 5 and older. (if the case numbers rise above 6, this becomes a requirement)

· Physical distancing of at least 6 feet between different family groups or individuals 

· Cleaning regime using approved anti-viral wipes or cleaners

· Exceptions to mask usage as listed under section 4 of Governors directive include:

1. Children under the age of 5

2. Persons seeking to communicate with someone who is hearing impaired

3. Persons who have a medical condition precluding the safe wearing of a face covering

4. Mask are not required by persons giving message for a congregation such as the sermon, leading singing, reading of the lessons provided the congregation is separated by at least six feet of distance

Additionally, the Executive committee recommends to Council: 

· Use of a Cantor (song leader, up front) on all hymns during worship and in accordance with the directive—the Cantor will not wear a mask.

· A roster of attendance is kept for use in contact-tracing if there is a Covid-19 case. This roster will be taken by the usher(s) and kept private by the Pastor unless needed by appropriate authorities (for tracing purposes only). 

· Reasonable reliance in good faith on the representations of members regarding exceptions to mask usage.  HIPPAA law (health privacy) concerns must be respected. 

· Do not discourage fellowship but gently remind parishioners to maintain physical distancing and safe practices.

In summary, we recommend re-opening Immanuel Lutheran Church with in-person worship services on August 9th and ask the Immanuel Council to consider this in its regular Council meeting on Aug 4.  We will immediately notify our members.

Steve Aadland moved council accepts the “Come Back to Church” recommendation and re-open church on August 9.  John Chepulis seconded.  Motion was approved.    

· Street Signage update-  Steve Aadland and John Chepulis updated the sign progress and placement on the corner where Catholic church, waiting on permission from Priest of the church. 

· Immanuel Brochure- Robert talked with Stillwater printing and waiting on cost and delivery quote.  

New Business

· Messenger editorial policy-  Discussion about Pastors role in content of the Messenger,  It was noted that the Immanuel Constitution addresses the issue under Chapter 9, The Pastor,  C9.03, Consistent with the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.(C) Every pastor shall: 3) Impart knowledge of this church and its wider ministry through distribution of its periodicals and other publications.  In discussions it was decided that the constitution gives the pastor the right to control the content of the Messenger thru “imparts the knowledge of the church”.  And no further action is required  

· Pastor will order a banner as discussed,  Steve moved that the pastor will order a welcome banner with the cost not to exceed $200.  Camille seconded,  Motion was approved.   

Next Meeting Sept 1.  7 pm.

Sunday coordinators- August -  Robert,  September -  Tanya 

Prayer

Adjourned 8:20
Robert Mitchell, Secretary

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS



Kolton Gladney

September 7




Tiffani Hamel

September 11




Georgette Scheafer
September 13



Dale Wassmann

September 14




Rebecka Lester

September 24




Tanya Lester

September 25

AND, WE COULD USE A FEW LAUGHS 
· If you suck at playing the trumpet, that’s probably why.

· Forget world peace, visualize using your turn signal.

· Turning vegan would be a big missed steak.

· Well, to be frank I would have to change my name.

REAL ANNOUCEMENTS TAKEN FROM CHURCH BULLETINS
· Don’t let worry kill you, let the church help

· Thursday night potluck supper, prayer and medication to follow

· Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community

· Tuesday at 4:00 there will be an ice cream social.  All ladies giving milk will please come early.
MASK UP  -  WASH YOUR HANDS  -  KEEP YOUR DISTANCE
STAY SAFE AND WELL

GOD LOVES YOU
